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Introduction 


The craftsmen of Agra are more known for their skilled carving in wood and stones. It is found that most of the 
people near Agra are found engaged in the making of the glassware and glass bangles that is transported to 
other parts of the city. Agra is well connected to Delhi by the airways which is also known as a center for marble 
carving since Taj Mahal was built. It is believed that the ancient Shilpa shasras or craft manuals have been laid 
down as precepts from father to son. 


Decorative painters observe the relation between color and pattern of design so that it may confine the vitality 
and diversity from the marble surface. Based on the type of marble it is painted with different colors. Painting 

on the marble helps to complement nature's supply for occurrence, where coloration and surface painting is also 
done for decorative value. Marble is very appropriate for architectural elements such as walls, pedestals, columns, 
door casing etc. 


Human beings have usually decorated their walls of shelter from ages with earth pigments either with animal fat 
or paint the cave walls with their daily life activities. It is also simply painted to enhance the appearance of their 
surroundings, this same technique has been transferred to the surface of marble in Agra. Decorative painting are 
more frequently done by stenciling, glazing, marbling and mural painting in most of the homes. Occurrence of 
faux finishing is due to the right type of materials. After painting the surface is over glazed with one to two coats 
and then varnished to get the complete finish depth. The base coat is painted to replicate the general coloration 
for the final finish generally with water and oil base glaze followed by water based glaze or vice versa. 


At one stage, the growing middle and upper classes also began to decorate their homes lavishly, resembling the 
elegance that was once reserved for nobility. 


Paint is one of the essential ingredients of decorative painting. It is used to impart color and texture to both inte- 
rior and exterior surfaces, as well as to provide protection from the effects of day to day use or exposure to the 


Elephant theme is the common design used to paint on marble. 
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Photo frame made of marble and painted with The craft is majorly done my men craftsmen. 
elephant and floral motif. 
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Cloth is wrapped over the glass bottle using glue. 
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Tools and Raw Materials 


Below listed are some of the tools and raw materials used for Jewellry box painting: 

¢ Paint Brush: Generally used for cleaning, painting for finishing of surface, it is used to apply ink or paint. 

¢ Sunehri Colors (Golden color): Golden color it is used to give the golden finish in the motif. 

* Water Colors/ Poster Colors: It is used to color the surface of marble as per the motifs. 

* Chalk Powder/ White Cement: It is applied on the surface of marble to get the embossed effect of the design. 
¢ Adhesive (Cyanoacrylic): It is used to fix the pieces of marble together firmly. 

* Turpentine: It is used as a solvent to be mixed with golden color (sunehri) for fine painting. 

¢ Smooth Surface Marble: It is filed to obtain the smooth surface generally used for painting. 


¢ Varnish: It is applied on the surface of marble after painting to give a smooth finish. 


Various types of articles are made of marble. 
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Vibrant colors are used in painting the marble articles. Different size of paint brushes are used to paint 
according to the type of design. 
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Making Process 


Raw marble available with the artisan is cut to the required shapes and sizes which are either made into boxes or 
frames as per the specifications mentioned. The cut marble pieces are file to remove out the sharp edges and to 
obtain the smooth surfaces. Two pieces of marble are joined together with the adhesive (cyanoacrylic) to obtain 
the required shape of the product. The main artisan paints the outline of the motif which is filled (completed) by 
the other artisans. 


The pattern of designs generally found are of elephants, ducks as per the designs to be taken from reign of the 
rulers of the earlier times to portray (highlight) the themes and symbols. Sunehri colors are used to enhance the 
effect of the motif. After the surface is painted with different colors as per the motif a coat of varnish is applied 
to obtain the smooth finish on the surface of marble which gives a lustrous appearance on the surface. 


Marble is first carved into desired shape of article. 
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A base color of the required motif is painted first. The base color is left to dry for few minutes. 
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Touch of golden color is used for a traditional look. Jewelry box painted with elephant motifs. 
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embellish the product. 
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by 
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NID Campus, Bengaluru Photo frames of about 9” x 9” inches in sizes. 


Multipurpose box: generally used for storing different items sizes vary about 4” x 4” inches in sizes. 


Also some of the other products of marble found in Agra are as follows. 
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Marble Candle stand. 


Tissue stand, Pen stand, Salt stand, Soap stand, stand for different purposes. 


Show pieces (ducks, swan, made from marble, basin and plate’s pieces. 
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Most of the products are painted with traditional elephant motif. 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. 
and Lija M. G. at NID Campus, Bengaluru. 


You can get in touch with 
¢ Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at bibhudutta[at]nid.edu 


You could write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 
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